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M. ERISHNAMACHARIAR, M.A., M,L, PH, D. M. R. A- 8;

The collection of stories, Kasimajili Kathalu, composed.
by Sriman Pandit Madhira Subbanna Dikshitulu, are by this
time too well-known in the Telugu country to need any
commendation. By their very name they inspire a sanctity
of feeling and tell us how in spite of hardship of locomotion,
our ancestors had piety enough to go by foot to have'a
glimpse of the sacred city of Kasi. Story-telling has been
in India a very ancient mode of regaling congregations. It was
a double merit ; it inetructs the hearers in what is virtuous
or heroic and it takes away for the occasion the tediousness
of journey or assemblage. In these days when the world is
growing sceptic in matters religious or spiritual, the stories,
told in the easy language of a common vernacular, will
surely tend to resuscitate all that is best and memorable in
India's ancient lore, Vedic and Puranic, They have the
charm of the Arabian Nights Entertainments, but without
a display of the latter’s levity of ideas and expressions. The
name and mode of the series are elastic and it is possible, if
the work is continued, it will form almost an encyciopsdia of
Iandian mythology and literature.

Rajahmundry, M. KRISHNAMACHARIAR,
13--12—-1924
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