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Sri Grurbhyannamah

In bringing out this book the author Sri Totapally
Balakrishna Sharma has taken lot of pains to stress the need
of an efficient preceptor or “Gurur” in moulding and shaping
out a disciple or “shishya into a perfect spiritual being
depending on the level of discipline”, dedication and devotion
of the disciple (Shishya). Indeed the author has rightly pointed
out in his foreword/perfect that an infant baby before its birth,
in the womb of its mother, will be a divine being. But when it
is delivered on to the earth it develops as it grows, into a selfish
being, encompassed by Maya, and thus loses its divine nature.
But under the conscious care, education and training by a
competent, preceptor or (Guru) it regains its spiritual strength.
This only shows clearly that an individual being, will be led
from animal being to human being and then into divine being
in gradual steps under the care and training of a competent
Guru.

The author in his elaborate compilation listed out a
number of Acharyas, both ancient and modern from
Adishankara to Paramahamsa Rama Krishna who had
mesmarised and transformed their disciples like Sureswara
Charya, Totaka Hstamalaka and in modern times Swamy
Vivekananda into perfect spiritual beings who shook the entire
humanity by their word and spiritual powers. The author,
himself being a disciple of Sri Sri Sri Satchidananda Ganapathi
has under gone a spiritual transformation by following his
perceptions and teachings. Of course he has not exhibited
openly to any one, nor in his writings, of his spiritual powers.
Still he behaves as a sincere and honest disciple of his ‘Gury’.
In his zeal to emphasise the importance of ‘Guru’ he went
round various centers of spiritual and religions orders like
Srinagari, Mnatralaya, Kanchi, Pusphagiri, Chinna Jiyar
Swamy center of Visistadvita and learnt that each of these
centers was unique in its own way and by a stsytem of its own
to promote religiousity and spirituality. He found that all the
Acharyas or Gurus left a rich legacy, in their own right, of a
rich order of discipline, dedication, respect - fullness to Gurus,
Indeed Bharat i.e.., India has a rich spiritual heritage, which
no other country can claim. We have proofs that these Aadi
Gurus whether it Aadi Shankara, Madhav, or Ramanuja of the
medieval period or Swamy Vivekanand of the recent past and
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who was the disciple of Sri Ramakrishna Paramahams, have
been able to stir the whole world by their spiritual powers. The
author, through out his authorship extensively quoted the
sayings of the Great Preceiptors (Gurus) to remind and
reestablish the supremacy of spirituality over secular
knowledge and material subjects to which the present
Generation is giving importance. He deplores the said trends
of ignoring the Gurus, and not paying due respect to the gurus.
No doubt we are acquiring knowledge through various subjects
and through various kinds of teachers. This knowledge of
secular subjects, which help us to amass wealth and power
will not confer the benefits of wisdom and evoke the spirit in
the individuals, learning them. It is only through spiritual
learning and practices that we can eliminate the conflicts and
confer peace to the whole universe. Such examples he quoted
extensively through out his book right from Vedas, Puranas &
Poetry.

The author ardently desires and appeals to the present
generation of students to rededicate and devote themselves
to the cause of paying first respect to their welchosen ‘Grurs”
and gain their mercy and blessings for their own benefits and
finally appears to them to revive the ancient values for the
harmonious going on of the society at large. | am very much
thankful to Sri Totapally Bala Krishna Sharma in asking me to
write my views about his authorship entitled, as
“Grurbhyannamah”.

My views about work will not be commensurate with
his valuable work of authorship and gigantic project he has
undertaken. How ever humble my views are, | feel greatly
elated to associate myself with his great authorship.

With due respects
To the author
Sri T. Balakrishna Sharma

V. Krishna Murthy,
Retired Lecturer.
Judcharla
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“The Question is often asked why should we look in to the character
and personality of a teacher? We have only to Judge of what he
says and take that it. But this is not right. In spiritual sciences, it is
impossible that those can be any spiritual light in the soul that is
impure. What religion can an impure man teach? So it is essential



65060z - B - (RSseS0) 59

to have purity of heart and soul for one self for imparting to others.
Hence we have to see what the teacher's and then what he teaches
us. The function of teacher is transference of something and not of
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