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SRl NARAYANA THIRTHA

The spiritual Guru of Sri Bodhendra Saraswathi and mentioned
by the latter in several of his works :=—

From the History of classical Sanskrit Literature by Dr. M. Krish-
namachariar (P. 345) in Adyar Theosophical Library.

TOPICAL PARA 301. “/Narayana Thirtha is said to be the last
incarnation of Madhavanala. (*»%-%0). He calls himself the disciple
of Sri Sivaramanadha Thirtha. He lived at Kuchimanchi Agraharam in
Godavary District about 1,700 A. D. His Krishna Lila Terangini embraces
the story of Sri Krishna in 12 Tarangas. The Musical modes and rhyth-
mic tunes are specified and explanatory verses are inscribed between
the songs. The poem is fit for the lyre and shows sentiments of
devotion.

Notes i—
1. Kuchimanchi Agraharam is mentioned in the Inam Register
in a grant by Kolavenu Buchama and lerumznnarao in Fasli 0151,
2. Incarnations: of Madhavanala Kavi.
2nd............Bilhana.

5th............Sri Narayana Thirtha.

Letter from His Holiness Sri Sankaracharya
Swamighal of Kamakotipeetham

Your letter dated 7—8—1944 was received and placed before
His Holiness. | am directed to send herewith a copy of the book called
"*Sikhyotsawam'' by Sri Narayana Kavi.

On page 3 of the Sanskrit introduction to the said book a short
account is given of Sri Narayana Thirtha. The “‘Prasthavikam’ of the
book gives a more detailed account of the life of Sri Narayana Thirtha
In slokas 70 to 94 of the tst Aswasa of the text reference is made to
him again. A picture of Sri Narayana Thirtha is also found in the book.
In addition to the references given above, tradition gives the followirig
history of his life. He is said to belong to the Andhra Country. Shortly
after he was married and at the time of the incident narrated below,



2

his wife was living at her parents’ house which was on the other side of
the river, probably the Krishna at Vedadri. Narayana Thirtha in his
Purvasrama wanted to go over to her one day. While attempting to
cross the river, which was then in full flood, he was being carried
away by the Floods. At that time he thought he might die, and wanted
to become a Sanyasi. He took '‘Apath-Sanyasam’' and pronounced
preshochcharana Mantram.  But fortunately he reached the other side
safely. He then thought that since no one knew about his having made
Preshochcharana, he might as well go to his wife's house. His wife's
parents received him and during the night sent his wife :o the bed
chamber. The girl went near him but returned crying. Though she
was pacified and sent back several times, every time she returned
crying. He then asked her parents why she was crying like that. When
she was asked, she said that when she went to her husband's presencer
she saw there not her husband, but a Holy Sanyasi. On hearing this,
Sri Narayana Thirtha thought that-though he wanted to hide the fact of
his having renounced the world, God was not for it and that it was
God's will that he should be a Sanyasi. He then told the people the
real facts and renouncing everything, was going on pilgrimage to various
places. We may take it that the incidenis referred to in the book sent
herewith are a continuation of the story given above. He is said to
have lived in Varahur, a village on the Southern Bank of the Kudamurutti, a
branch of the Cauvery, and to have attained Siddhi in Tiruppunthuruthi,
also a village on the Kudamurutti. Both these villages lie on the road
leading from Tiruvadi to Tirukkattuppalli in Tanjore Taluq. Every year
a festival is held in the latter village on ihe Anniversary of his Siddhi.
He was not one of the pontiffs of the Kamakotti Pitha.

It is Sri Bodhendra Saraswathi that was living at Govindapuram
a village about 7 miles East of Kumbakonam. He was a great Advocate
of Sri Bhagawan-Nama-Siddhanta and has written several works about
Namasiddhanta. Two of the said bcoks have been printed and we are
arranging to send copies of the same to you. There is a Mutt at
Marudanallur, a village 3 miles South of Kumbakonam called Sri Sadguru
Swami Mutt established by Sri Sadguru Swamy, a lineal disciple of Sri
Bodhendra. All the works of Sri Bodhendra are found in the Mutt.
Most of them are unpublished, and are on palm leaves. They are now
being copied so that they may not be lost to the world.




NARAYANA THIRTHA
BY
Prof. P, Sambamoorty
Hsad of Music Jepartment, Madras

The illustrious author of the ‘Krishna Lila Tarangini' lived in the
laiter part of the 17th century. He is believed to be an incarnation of
Jayadev. He was a Telugu Brahmin and belonged to the Tanjore
District. His family is evidently one of those Pandit families to come
and settle down in the southern Districts during the time of the ‘Vijaye-
nagar Kings' His parents were Gandharva and Parvathi. He had Upadesa
from Sivaramananda Thirtha. At the end of the first Taranga, he refers
to himself as "Sivaramananda Thirtha Pada sevaka.” At the end of the
song “?3&‘)360"'55@5"” (Taranga) also he refers to himself as ‘a0 &

9o Seoanes’y $Bea’” Narayana Thirtha attained his proficiency in learning

early in his life. He studied the Bagavatham and was interested in
singing frequently the Astapadis of Jayadeva. He was an expert in
Music and Bharatanatya. He was a Grahastas but became a Sanyasi
early in his fife and the circumstances that led him take to this Asrama
are interesting.

His father-in-law's house lay on the other side of the river
“Vennar'' in Tanjore District. During his occasional visits to his
father-in-law’s house, a strong man that he was he invariably swam
across the river and reached the other bank. Once when his wife was
in her parents’ house, he left his home to see her. As usual he plunged
into the stream to swim across. As he was nearing the midstream a
sudden current came and literally swept him off. He tried his best to
reach the other bank but his efforts proved of no avail. Giving up
hopes of survival and being a spiritual-minded man, he decided to take
“Apat Sanyasam.”  Accordingly he threw away his sacred thread,
plucked a hair off from his head (as a token of getting the head shaven)
recited the Sanyasa Mantras and virtually became a Sanyasi. A few
moments later, he happened providentially to strike against some under-
growths of weeds and catching hold of them, he found some respite.
The floods in the meantime began to gradually subside. Relieved of
exhaustion he resumed swimming, reached the other bank and dried his
clothes. Having taken to Sanyasa Asrama, he was in a dilemma. He
began to argue within himself’' why not | go back to my father-in-law’s
house ? after all who can possibly know that | have taken to this



4

Asrama?’’. Af.:r some time he resumed his journey and reached his
father-in-law's house. There he was given the usual welcome. When
bpwever his wife came to see him, he {who had taken to Sanyasam and
:&ttained as 1. were a new Janma) anpeared to her (the embodiment of
chastity), ro. as her husband but as a Maha Purusha with a spiritual halo
sbout hin.  She went back to het parents and narrated her experience
Her parents again came and saw him but to them however he appeared
8s their son-in-law. The parencs consoled their daughrer and asked her
to go to him aguin.  She wenc and rewurned back with the same expe-
rience once again. The parems of rhie girl whe were conscious of the
spiritual greatness of choir son-in-law, were now {aced wich an awkward
situation. They came bufore him and respectfully requesced him to
clear the myscery.  This incident was a revelation o the son-in-law. He
did not even dicam of chiu uyly development.  He confessed the truth
and revealed the incident that fed him to rake to 'Manas.ka Sanyasam
on the midstream. He reahised the greatness of his wife.  Subsequently
‘he was initiated into che 1ituals of Sanyasa Asrama according to the
traditional rites.  As it was customary for a Sanyast newly ordained o
go to a holy place fai away fiom o place of initiation, he took leave
of them and scarced for the north.  After visiting many holy places, he
came to the Andhra Dcra and stayed chere For a number of years. He
remained 1n Chellapalls and Mukchyala Samaschanams in Kistna  District
and in the latcer plice hao sung m praise of Sri Vadadri Narasimha-
swamy, the presiding Deivy of che place.

Later in his ife, he was seized with a severe stomach ache and
went on a pilgrimage co Tirupachi o got cured Ly the grace of the Lord
of the Seven Hills. A. he reached the teort of che hills, he heard a
devine voice saying ' 1ou will nov get relief from your allment here.
You must go to a shrine n che south near Tiruvayar where one amsa of
mine has already gone’’. Leaving [trupathi, the Yatindra started for
the south and came to Tiruvayar i1n the course of time. Prior to his
advent to the south, a certain para Senyasi from Tirupathi with an idol
of Venkata Chalapathy and ‘Uhhaya Nachehayar' was proceeding to the
south on a pilgrimage. This incident was alter the battle of Tallikota
in 1565. He halted at different places for some years and at last came
to the Temple at Varahur. He kept the idol in the shrine, offered puja
0 the Deity and stayed there for some months. Thinking of the jour-
ney he tried to remove the idol but the 1dol got rooted to the ground
and would not move. Latter he heard a divine voice saying /I like to



5

stay here, do not disturb me”’. So the idol was kept in the place and
this was the one referred to by the Divine Voice at the foot of the
Tirupathi Hills, to Narayana Thirtha the present Utsavamurthy of the
temple at Varahur is the one from Tirupathi. The Parayathindra at last
came to the Naddukkaneri Village and slept in the pillar temple that
night. During his sleep he had a dream in which a voice told him"
Tomorrow morning after, your customary prayers, two Varahas (wild
boars) will appear before you, follow them and the place where they
disappear, you will be cured of your chronic ailment.

Next morning the Yatindra woke up, finished his bath and pra-
yers and as per the divine ordain two wild boars suddenly appeared
before him. As he offered prayers to God Vigneswara beckoning him
to follow the animals, which had already begun to move in the direction
of Varahur. Even now the pillar of this temple has the fingers pointed
in the direction of Varahur. The Yathindra followed tha animals and as
they came to the outkilats of Varahur village, they plunged into the
Canal Kadungal, swam across, entered the village and stood in front of
the local Venkatramana Swamy Temple and disappeared. The Yatindra
entered the temple and to his astonishment found that he had obtained
instant relief from his dire ailment. He offered thanks to God for
having guided him to that place and resolved to spend the rest of his
life there. He built a Temple and himself made the Mulasthana Prati-
shta and Chakra Pratishta. The Mula Vigraham and puja materials are
still in the Temple.

Some of the senior inhabitants of the village had a dream that
the previous night a holy person was coming to their village on the
folowing day and that they should welcome him. The villagers easily
identified Narayana Thirtha as the man referred to in their dreams and
welcomed him in a manner befitting his rank. The village which was
known as Bhupathirajapuram till that day, came to be called Varahapuri
on account of the advent of the holy boars. The village prospered
after the advent of the Mahapurusha. This village is 15 miles to the
north west of Tanjore. Being a Krishna Bhaktha and a devout student
of the Bhagavata, Narayana Thirtha desired to write a work on the
Leelas of Sri Krishna. He began the Krishna Leela Tarangini and
completed it. He has given the essence of Bhagavata Dasama Skanda
in his work. He taught the songs and Abhinaya for them to a number
disciples and produced the whole work in front of the deity, himself
acting as the Nrityacharya. In the Nata song ‘‘Jaya Jaya Ramanatha’'in
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the first Tarangini he refers to Varahapuri Venkatesha. In the 12th Taranga
’Kamakshi Tava Prasadam’’ again he refers to the fact of his being
cured From his ailment. The Yatindra had an idea of writing the Ekadasa
Skanda also in the form an opera.” But when he concluded the Krishna
Leela Tarangini he was blessed with the darshana of Sri Krishna in the

Kalyana Kolam and he therefore did not proceed with the Ekadasa
Skandam.

Many miracles are attributed to the Saint. In two of the songs
in the Krishna Leela Tarangini the village is referred to with the original
name of Bhupathi Rajapuram. Afier his advent to Varahur he lived only
for two or three years. H32 entared into the state of Samadhi on the
Sukla astami day of the Masi month (Krittika star, Thursday). His
Samadhi is in Tirupunturuta Village, a holy place immortalised by Tirug-
nana Sambandar in his Tevaram Hymns.

His is a jiva Samadhi and the mango tree under which he sat for
meditation during his last days in the front of the Samadhi and to its
north.

The Krishna Jayanti festival is celebrated with great eclat The
entire “Krishna Leela Taranginin is faithfully sung by the devotees.
Varahur Gopal, a Bhagavatar in recent times did much to popularise the
Krishna Leela Tarangani. The portraits of Naiayana Thirtha and Gopal
Bhagavatar adorn the temple even now- He also composed songs For
the temple rituals. Same songs of his relate to the festival of the
Shrine at Varahur.

Beside the 'Krishna Lecla Tarangani'' he has also written a
Telugu play entitled ''Parijatapaharana Natakam''. This Nataka bears
evidence to the fact that Narayana Thirtha visited Merattur.

Sonti Venkata Subbiah belongs to the Sishya Parampara of Nara-
yana Thirtha. This and the Fact that Astapadi and Taranga came to
occupy an honoured place in Bhajans from the time of Bodhendra
Sadguru Swamy, make us conclude that Narayana Thirtha lived in tha
latter part of the 17th Century and earlier part of the 13th Century.

- The name of Narayana Thirtha in his Pdrvasrama is not definitely known.
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SRI NARAYANA THIRTHA
Dr. V. Raghavan

Sanskrit Dept, University of Madras
Work 1:—KRISHNA LILA TARANGINI

Written at Bhupati Rajapuram alias Varahur; the village is
referred to in the Tarangini is as also God Venkatesha at the village.

In Madras Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, there is an
incomplete commentary on the Krishna Leela Tarangini by one Venka-
tesha who was assisted by one Govinda Thirtha. The manuscript
contains only Tarangas 5-12 and its original came from Nellore District’
The number of this Manuscript is R 4#064.

2. Haribhakti Sudharnava, a Kavya based on the toth Skanda
of the Bhagavata, even as the Krishna Leela Tarangini. A manuscript,
with some chapters missing, is found in the Madras Government,
Oriental Manuscripts Library, D No. 12782.

The Mangalasloka of this poem is the verse '‘He mangini Tumagu-
patyam’' etc., which is sung by all Bhagavatars as part of their prelimi.
nary song in their Hari Katha Kalakshepams.

3. In Advita Vedanta, he wrote a commentary called Vivarnadi-
pika on Suresvaracarya's Panchakarana Vari:ika. A Manuscript of this
sastra work is found in the Tanjore Library No. 7306 of the new cata-
logue of the Sarasvati Mahat Library.

4. The Parijathaharana Nataka, a Yakshagana in Telugu, see my
article, an incomplete Manuscript in the Tanjore Library.

The Venkatesa stuti or sloka said to be a work of his in the
Sanskrit !ntroduction of the sikyotsava is not by him. It is a stale
composition by one who knows neither grammar nor metre.

There are a number of Narayana Thirtas and their works ought
not to be confused as work of our Narayana Thirtha.

The Bhaktimimamsasutra vyakhya is also not by our Narayana
Thirtha.
Guruy :—

Sivarama thirtha or Siva Ramananda Thirtha, his own full name is
Siva Narayana Thirtha; probably he is known as Siva Narayanananda

Thirthe.



Life :—

I don't know of any authentic source from which he could get
any reliable information about his life. Regarding traditional stories,
they are given to you already by H. H. Sankaracharya and Prof.
P. Sambamurthy.

In the notes supplied by H. H. Sankaracharya and by Samba-
murthy there is reference to Vedadri in Andhradesa and the God Nara-
simha at that place. | may add that in Tarangini itself a song on the
Narasimha at Vedadri is incorporated into the work. This seventh song
is the place in Kalani in the eleventh Taranga, ‘'Vedadri etc.’’ this
shows that song on Vedadri Narasimha was probably already composed
by Narayana Thirtha and that he was in the Andhradesa before he
composed the Parijata Nataka at Merattur or the Tarangini at Varahur.
The Telugu Parijata Nataka shows that he was an Andhra-Merattur was
a centre of music and dance.

Date :—

Merattur is called Achyutabdhi after Achyutappa Nayaka, the son
of the founder of the Tanjore Nayaka line. In the last song of his
Parijathaharana Nataka he refers to God Varadaraja at Achyutabdhi.
Achyutappa’s date is 1561--1614 A. D. Narayana Thirtha must be latter
to this King's time.

As Thirtha was definitely earlier than Tyagayya we may take him
to have flourished between about 1600 and 1750 A. D.

In the Tanjore Library there is a work called Panchakosamanjary
written by one who calls himself a pupil of Sivanarayanananda Thirtha.
Their manuscript belonged to King Tulaja and of Tanjore, A.D. 1765-1787.
If our Narayana Thirtha or Siva Narayana Thirtha and this Siva Narayana-
nanda Thirtha are the same we may take King Tulaja’s time as the lower
limit of Narayna Thirtha's date. Narayana Thirtha may have flourished
between A, D. 1600-1765.

Tyagayya must have been a good student of the Tarangini, (or
there are some phrases of Narayana Thirtha which Tyagayya has borro-
wed for his composition from the Tarangini compositions.

Taranga Thyagaraja

1. Girirejasutasinnuh in the Girirajasutatanaya sadaya, in his
very beginning. simple song on Ganesa.



2. Yaga Yoga Raga Bhoga Found in Tyagayya's Ragasudha-

Thaga in his Bhiravi rasa.
Taranga {Ramakrishna
Govidethi).
3. Taranga 1 song in Soura- Vinakasetuvahana in Thyagayya's
shtra aditala (Sarava- Hari Kamboji Piece.

nabhava etc.

4. Teranga I song in Ananda- Nikilalokanidana in Tyagayya's
bhairavi-Triputa(vayam Nevadanyana in Saranga.
Thmyah) Nikhilalokani-
dana.

The last song in Taranga 7 is mentioned by him as a sitadi.

THE PARIJATHAHARANA NATAKA OF NARAYANA THIRTHA

BY
Dr. V. Raghavan Avergal

Musical Academy Journal

Recently, in the June of this year, |paid my second visit to
Merattur near Ayyampet, Tanjore District, the place of Virabhadrayya
and Venkatarama Bhagavatar, to see again the traditional dance drama,
Prahlada Charita gtc., of Venkatarama Bhagavatar, | was happy to note
growth of interest in the younger generation in ¢he matter of maintain-
ing their traditional dance-drama. The inspiration of the youngsters in
one Brahmasri Balasubramanya Sastrigal, a scholar in Sanskrit and a -
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k]
musician, who evinced a great enthusiasm for the revival of this drama.

I may say that in him is centred our hope to see this drama kept alive
at Merattur.

While at Merattur, as well as at Nallur, which was once another
centre for these dramas, | was fortunate to come across, two valuable
manuscripts. At Nallur | saw with Bharatam Narayanaswami lyer, a
palm-leaf manuscript containing the story pieces of the well-known
composer of dance-drama, Merattur Venkatarama Bhagavatar. With
Brahmasri Balasubramanya Sastrigal of Merattur, | saw a palm-leaf manu-

script of a hitherto unknown composition of Sri Narayana Thirtha.

The only musical work of Sri Narayana Thirtha which we knew
till now is the Krishna Leela Tarangini in Sanskrit. Now this manuscript
in Merattur reveals to us that Sri Narayana Thirtha visited and stayed in
the village of Merattur, that the dance-drama tradition at Merattur is
older than the times of Venkatarama Bhagavatar and of the earlier
composer Virabhadrayya, and that Narayana Thirtha composed in Telugu
also. This newly discovered musical play is called the Parijataharana
nataka and takes its name after a well-known theme. Thanks to its
owner, | am able to give here the following analysis of the songs in

this short play :—

1st Leaf. It opens with prayers to Ganesa, Sarasvati, Guru
and Siva.
2nd ,, Missing.
3rd ,, The story begins here.
4th & 5th) ..
Leaves. Missing.

6th Leaf.  Daru; Conversation between Krishna and Rukmini.
) The Raga-nama is missing. The piece bears the
more of Narayana Thirtha.



7th Leaf.

sth

9th

1oth

tith

12th

13th

14th

15th

16th

i7th

18th

19th

19th

t
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"

o

”n

7

rs

20th ,,

2ist

L4

11

Narada arriving and giving the Parijata flower to

Bhama.
Missing.

Satyabhama sending a messenger to Krishna, narrat-

ing the event.
Missing.

Satyabhama's Duti speaking to Krishna. Thisisa
Daru in Sankarabharana.

Satyabhama's complaint. This is a Daru in Chanta ;
it has the composer’s Mudra.

Same theme; Same Raga; with composed signature.

Same theme ; Raga Ahiri; Tala Capu; with compo-

.
ser s signature.

Same theme, same Raga and Tala. The Duti speaks;
Daru in Madhyamavati and Misra.

Satyabhama's words ; Daru in Ahiri and Adi; with
composer’s Mudra.

Same theme ; Madhyamavati-Adi ; with the signature
of the compesaer.

Conversation betwaen Rukmini and Bhema; Dary,

Madhyamavati and Adi ; with Mudra.

Bhama's complaint; Daru; Raga not given with

Mudra.
Krishna goes te Satyabhama’s abode.
Krishna consoles her.

Krishna consoles her, Daru; Punnagavarali.
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22nd Leaf.  Krishna consoles her.
23rd Dialogue between the two; Dara.

24th Consoling of Bhama; Narakasura appears on the
way to Indraloka. Naraka's entry in a Daru.

25th ,, Killing of Narakasura ; bringing of the Parijata tree
planting it in Bhama's residence ; Indra's Messen-
gers appear at Dvaraka with Indra’s message.

26th 4, Indra comes to Dvaraka, Daru.

27th ,, Indra's hymn to Krishna; Daru in Bauli, Triputa
Kamalanayana purana Purusa Kamsa Bhanjana
Srinidhe Amaravandita Padapankaja  Asritarti
Vibhanjana.

-« <& <> -3
Saranam. ‘Saranam munindra sannuta’ Saranam Kamalanayaka.

Saranom. ACHUTAPUKANTVASA SWAMY VARADARAJA
PRABHO.

In this last place in Bauli which is a hymn to Krishna and serves
also as Mangala, it may be seen that the deity mentioned, Varadaraja,
is the one at Merattur, and that Merattur itself is mentioned with its
older name Achuytapure, given to that village after King Achutappa
Nayaka of Tanjore (A. D. 1561~1614).

Some of the pieces, as has been noted above, have the compo-
ser's signature 'Narayana Thirtha Varads,'' and there is therefore no
reason to doubt the authorship of this musical play.
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