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PREFACE

Tue first volume of my Vasudevakeertanamanjari
was published in 1929; this, the second volume is seeing
the light of day after an interval of twenty-seven
years. The main reasons for this delay are the obvious
handicaps of my age and secondly, the lack of adequate
financial facilities. But for the gracious patronage
of my beloved king, His Highness Shri. Jayachamaraja
Wadiyar, the Maharaja of Mysore, this publication
would not have materialised even now ; nor would I
have had a frame of mind congenial for embarking
on a work like this. I take this opportunity to record
my deep and most sincere gratitude to His Highness.

I regret, and am surprised, to note that technical
difficulties which I had experienced at the time of
bringing out the first volume persist even today. Some
of the printing firms I contacted in connection with
the printing of this book, pleaded inability to under-
take the work as they did not have suitable types
to print musical scores. This may incidentally explain
the apparently paradoxical situation, that while the
number of students learning music nowadays is ap-
preciably increasing as a consequence of the facilities
and encouragement extended by the Central and the
various State Governments, books and publications
on music are not being issued in adequate proportion.
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The earlier these difficulties are solved the better it
is for the advancement of this art. I am grateful to
M/s. Vasanta Press, Adyar, for their willing co-opera-
tion in bringing out this publication so expeditiously
and so satisfactorily. My special thanks are due to
Shri. K. S. Krishnamurti, Manager, The Theosophical
Publishing House, who has evinced a lively interest
in the work throughout and spared no effort to speed
up the publication.

As in the first, there are seventy of my compositions
in this volume. Keertanas six to seventeen, are
in continuation of the twelve ¢ Keshavadinama Sam-
Keertanas’ contained in the earlier volume. So far as
the rest of the Keertanas are concerned, I have not
arranged them in any particular order. Some of the
compositions here date as far back as 1905, while
some of them are very recent. It is but only natural
that a marked difference in style and treatment may
be noticed in some cases. I have, however, presented
them here in the very manner in which they took
shape, without revising them to suit the requirements
of either uniformity or conformity,

I have intentionally made the notations here as
simple as possible and reduced them to the barest
minimum. I feel that an elaborate and complicated
system of notation not merely discourages a student
but is also superfluious. The very nature of our
Karnataka Music is such that it defies a perfectly
accurate transcription in notation. Further, a book
of this nature can be of help only to those who have
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had fairly advanced training in music and to them a
simple and suggestive notation should be sufficient.

" My heartfelt blessings go to my grandson, Chiran-
jeevi 8. Rajaram but for whose unstinted enthusiasm
and hard work, I could never have hoped to place this
book in the hands of the public. I shall be failing in
my duty if I do not express my gratitude to Vidwan
B. S. Adinarayana Sharma for the help he rendered
in reading the press proofs.

ADYAR K. VASUDEVACHARYA
20th August, ’56
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