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" There is a mighty name in Indian literature, the

name of Shri Shankaracharya, that jao man can name
without reverence for the subtlety of his intellect, for

the vast range of his intelligence. What was his work?

He came in the Kaliyuga, he came when the world was

losing or had lost most of its spiritual light, he came to

build up round the Science of Brahman the buttress o*

the intellect, the walls of subtle argumentation, the de-



fences that should be strong and mighty, on which the

intellect of the world might break its teeth in vain. And
he did it in order that behind that wall of intellectual

subtlety, behind that fortress of keen intellectual argu-

ment, the Supreme Truth might remain unoutraged by
assault, might remain for those who were worthy, might
be protected for the spiritual mind. If you take as an

example the Brahma Sutras, with the commentary upon
them of Shankaraoharya, you will see exactly what I

mean. In his commentary there is the most refined hair-

splitting ; in his commentary the most subtle distinc-

tions ; in his commentary the most careful guarding of

language and the shading of every possible delicacy
of thought ; and behind all that commentary the Sutras

themselves. If you want to gain their inner essence, if

you want them not for intellectual arguments outside

but for the feeding of the Soul within, then take the

Sutras alone in their original tongue, in their own un-

adorned form,and in silent meditation when thesenses aro

quiet and when the mind is tranquil, when the light of

the Self is shining, then take a Sutra and listen to ifc iu

its own words alone,and yon will learn a spirittual truth

that no argument may avail to reach."
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